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the Areas Argentariorum. Bending now toward the
Tiber, we went into the Theater of Marcellus, which
would hold 80,000 persons, built by Augustus, and ded-
icated to. his nephew; the architecture, from what
remains, appears to be inferior to none. It is now wholly
converted into the house of the Savelli, one of the old
Roman families. The people were now generally busy
in erecting temporary triumphs and arches with statues
and flattering inscriptions against his Holiness's grand
procession to St. John di Laterani, among which the
Jews also began one in testimony of gratitude for their
protection under the Papal State. The Palazzo Barberini,
designed by the present Pope's architect, Cavaliero Ber-
nini, seems from the size to be as princely an object, as
any modern building in Europe. It has a double portico,
at the end of which we ascended by two pair of oval
stairs, all of stone, and void in the well. One of these
led us into a stately hall, the volto whereof was newly
painted a fresco, by the rare hand of Pietro Berretini il
Cortone. To this is annexed a gallery completely fur-
nished with whatever art can call rare and singular, and
a library full of worthy collections, medals, marbles, and
manuscripts; but, above all, an Egyptian Osiris, remark-
able for its unknown material and antiquity. In one of
the rooms near this hangs the Sposaliccio of St. Sebas-
tian, the original of Annibal Caracci, of which I pro-
cured a copy, little inferior to the prototype; a table, in
my judgment, superior to anything I had seen in Rome.
In the court is a vast broken guglia, or obelisk, having
divers hieroglyphics cut on it.

8th November, 1644, We visited the Jesuits' Church,
the front whereof is esteemed a noble piece of architec-
ture, the design of Jacomo della Porta and the famous
Vignola. In this church lies the body of their renowned
Ignatius Loyola, an arm of Xaverius, their other Apos-
tle ; and, at the right end of their high altar, their cham-
pion, Cardinal Bellarmine. Here Father Kircher (professor
of Mathematics and the oriental tongues) showed us many
singular courtesies, leading us into their refectory, dis-
pensatory, laboratory, gardens, and finally (through a
hall hung round with pictures of such of their order as
had been executed for their pragmatical and busy adven-
tures) into his owft Study, where, with Dutch patience,sso-the sides of .this court, the  chapel of  St.   Laurence,
